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TAN R sinee the war" Purope has been tghitinge a
loming battle with the forees ol dissolution, The

world supremacy that Furopean avilization pos-
sessed in the last century is a thing ot the past and
Iu:il\ s very existence is threatened.

Lt is not merely that_Western industry and-finance
have lost their old monopoly in the world market, or
that the political supremacy of urope is being chal-
lenged by the insurrection of Oriental nationalism.
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The Latter, in so tar as they are imbued with the cyr.
rent Liberal-Socialist ideology, pay very little attention
to the concrete dangers that threaten Western civiliza.
tion. Their energics are absorbed in denouncing cap-
italism and class privilege, imperialism and militarism,
religious obscurantism and traditional morality: and
these abstractions tend in practice to be identihed with
the whole existing order of INuropean society. Hence
they look with tolerance or all the forces that are in

I'o them Bolshevism is a great social

Iar more serious is the disappearance of the mora acolt against it. T : ism 1s a gre: i
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prestipe of Western civilizatign and the demia its /<fsperiment, not perhaps wholly suited to Linglish con-
1c

J’ wpmtml and intcllectual standards of _value.
superiority of Lunpmn culture has come to be re-
aarded as a Victorian prejudice, and we are no longer
convinced that _our civilization is worth saving, even
it is still possible to save it. [‘aced by a situation
that demands vigorous and heroic remedics, the aver-
age Furopean intellectual seems prepared only to lie
down and die. -

Actually, although the material situation of Furope
is difficult enough, it is far from hopelnss If Western
Llurépe is considered as a unity, it is still the strongest,
the most clvilized, the richest and (mth the exception
of China) the most numerous society in the world. It
still leads the world in sctence and thought and mate-
rial culture. Even the United States, for all their wealth

and prosperity arc in a.very real sénse dependent on tll%

civilization of Western Europe, and if the latter we

to disoppear, it is at least highly doubtful wheth /,.‘L

American civilization would be able to carry on:,

Unfortunately, Europe is neithewspiritually nor ma-

terially united. Apart from the external feuds that
d:\;gk: the \Vcatcrn nat:ons and the class conflict that

s a still more profound disunity of spirit_that divides

L‘Y\%h& Europb'm mind _against _itself.

opinion.
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n state, there

The greatest
enemies of Europe are the leaders of European public
Whenever a fresh attack is made by the ex-
-ternal enemies of Europe, it is sure to find '1p010g:sts.-

rtions, but, nevertheless, deserving of our general
appreciation and sympathy. = Oriental nationalism
stands for the same ideals of liberty and social progress
as Western democracy. Our economic difficulties are
due not to external causes, but to the exploitation of
our own capitalists. There is no need to worry about
the dangers of war and revolution. All we have to do
is to disarm and meet our enerhies with a generous
gesture of renunciation, and all will be well.

To the Conservative this alliance of Liberal humani-
tarianism with the forces of destruction appears so
insane that he is tempted to see in it the influence of
political corruption or the sinister action of some hid-
n hand. It must, howcvcr, be recognized that it is
no new phenomenon; in fact, it has formed part of the
Liberal tradition from the begmnmcr The movement
hich creatcd ‘the ideals of _lecral hummmrnmsm

: Evcn the an_

and syrnpgt‘htzcrs withinghe camp. And these are not ne-(
CCSS'}.[‘lly traitors, but more often well- me1n:ng enthusi-
asts who have no ‘clear conccptlon of what is.at stake.
. The present situation in Spain is typical. The minor-
7 of atheists and social revolutionaries, whose activi-
‘%@s are so much in evidence, would nat be formidable
lf they were not able to takmmsswc
o compllc:t\' of the leaders of public-opinion, who are
more intent on the building of democratic castles in
min—tian zon_preserving the foundations of social
%&‘_ In the same way, if the British Empire falls,
it will be due not so much to the efforts of Russian
Bolsheviks and Indian nationalists' or to the competi-
: tlon of her economic riyals, as to the misguided ideal-
i ectual leaders.

of the Frcnch Revq:lutlo'
century the extremists i
and Bloomsbury bo'_' lir 1
English Parlnmcntary Ilberallsm 'were in the 1scen—
dant. Under the leadership of men like Bentham and
the tive Mills, Guizot and de Tocqueville, Cobden and
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Gladstone, Liberalism shed its revolutionary associ-
tons and heciime almost agpressively respectable. Tar
from being anti-rchigious or antinomian, 1 allied itself
with the straitest sect of Protestant Pyangelicalism.
[ndeed. the great social and humanitarian reforms of
the nineteenth century, at least in this country, owe
even more to the influence of religion than to that of
political Liberalism.  As N THalévy has pointed out,
the political idealism of the French Liberals was
powerless to free the slaves of the Antilles; it was the
religious inspiration of Wilberforce and his friends
that carried the day.

No doubt these nincteenth-century philanthropists
with their moral solemnity, their religious prejudices
and their personal mannerisms, appear highly ridiculous
in the light of the modern Stracheyan intelligence. But
for all that, they did more to reduce the sum of human
suffering than any body of men before or since,

They abolished the slave trade and reformed the
incredible injustices of the penal code. They brought
light into the dark places of the earth—the prisons
and madhouses and slave barracoons.” They freed the
children from the mines and the factories and inaugur-
ated the social control of the conditions of industry
in an age when organized labor was still powerless to
help itself.

The success of the humanitarian movement was
primarily due to a working alliancé between the forces
of political reform and religious idealism. But it was
not confined to any single group or party; it was essen-
tially the common achievement of Western society. It
appealed to every element of European culture, not
only to Liberal frecthinkers like Bentham and God-
win, but to orthodox Conservatives like Shaftesbury
and Michael Sadler, to Wordsworth and Southey, no

‘less than to Shelley and Lama rtine,yg Catholic prelates
‘such as Ketteler'and Manning, as well as to visionary
enthusiasts like St. Simon and Pierre Leroux. Indeed,
so universal was the acceptance of the humanitari
ideal that the average Englishman takes it for granted
15 something inevitable and fails to realize how recent
and exceptional a phenomenon it is. After all, it is
hardly more than a century since an English king abol-
ished the use of judicial torture in Hanover, it is less
than a century since Parliament abolished slavery and
introduced the first Factory Act, while the emancipa-
tion of Russian serfs and slaves of the American plan-
tations only dates from the sixties of the last century,

Consequently, it is still too early.to judge whether

the humanitarian movement of the nineteenth century, -

represents a permanent gain or whether it is a tempo-
rary achievement, like that of Greek democracy. Cer-
tainly since the war there are ominous signs of an anti-
humanitarian reaction. We have seen the revival of
political terrorism and religious persecution, the massa-
cre and intimidation of minorities and the emergence
of the gunman and the professional assassin. Torture

seems to have become an accepted part of police meth-_
ods alike in Eastern Europe and in America, while in™

their disloyal minor
“they believe what th
sight of the real

Russia a large part of the population has been reduced
to a condition hardly distinguishable from serfdom.

No doubt it may be said that this reaction is mainly
conined to the outer lands which had never really
assimilated the ideals of Western humanitarianism.
But even in so far as this is true (for it is only parti-
ally true), it does not go to the root of the matter.
The significant fact in the present situation is not that
certain countries have failed to reach the higher stand-
ards of Western IZurope, but that Western Eurepe
has lost the prestige by which it was once able to im-
pose these standards on the rest of the world.

To the modern Russians and Indians and Chinese,
Western LZurope stands not for Liberal ideas and hu-
mane institutions, but for tyranny and cruelty.

The fantastic Russian posters and films which depict
Frenchmen burning Negroes at the stake and English-
men driving coolies to work under the lash are but the
most extreme instances of the anti-Western propaganda
that has convinced the more backward. peoples of their
own moral superiority, and has taught them to regard
the humanitarian standards of European civilization
as a mere sham.

Hence the disadvantage under which Western Eu-
rope, and most of all Great Britain, labors in its
dealings with Oriental peoples. The Englishman's
hands are tied by his own principles, as we see in India
today, so that he cannot in good conscience suppress
Oriental unrest by Oriental methods. But the Russian
and the Oriental are/ fettered by no such inhibitions.
They can act with gll the ruthlessness of their own pre-
humanitarian traditions’ and” yet- feels that they are
morally superior to (th estern pe This is
strikingly exemplified i
government | ¢
Western  critics
wholesale “liqui
reply with an ai
havior is at
societies, wh
merely “liquidate’
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international action and per- -

aks there has been 3_n'c}_ such
d th eral intelligentsia
dy of human suf-
of “liquidation.”
_ : vard the creation
of a new order which will put an end to the exploita-’
tion of man by man. It s, of QQUn;sé,j_heées'sar}{_ to un-
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derstand the term in o Socidist or Pick-

artisan,

exploitation”
A Woestern whao carns high
wiages under gpood conditions of waork, s alwavs o wage
slave and a victum of exploitation,  But the kulak whao
is deported from his village, together with his wife
and children; and sent to compulsory Jabor in the peat
bogs and forests of the far North is not being ex-
ploited; he is merely a reformed exploiter.

No doubt their attitude can be justified by the prin-
ciple which Prince Mirski, one of the latest converts
to Communism, has laid down in his recent book on
Lenin, namely, that “‘the one standard of human be-
havior is whether it contributes to or hinders the cause
of Socialism.” But what then is left of the humani-
tarian principles to which Socialism formerly appealed?
If humanity can be outraged in one class simply because
its existence is an obstacle to the Five-Year Plan, the ;

MOIuA LIl sense.,

majom} can also be treated in the same ruthless fash- ,f:ommumon with it that the nationalities of Europe are

ton when the needs of the economic system require it.
We are back again in the world of Oriental ideas in
which human suffering and the sacrifice of individual
personality are of no account before the impersonal and
inhuman forces that govern the state and the world.
These ideals, whether represented by the old autoc-

racy of a god-king or the new absolutism of a rmz« which a particular nation—the Spain of Philip II, the
Yp

dictatorship, are in absolute contradiction to the cha

acteristically ‘Western ideal of a society based on
moral principles, and on the rights of the human per-
sonality. And, however confident we may be of the
intrinsic superiority of thi§ idea, we cannot be as cer-
tain of its power to prevail as were the men of the
last century. Its future is bound up with the future
of Western civilization, ‘and today there can be little -
doubt that that civilization is in very grave danger.
Another European war on the scale of the last one—

~above all, a war in which Russia and Germany and Italy

were ranged against France and Poland and ]ugoslavm
—would almost undoubtcdly consummate the ruin of
Europe. And, even if we avoid this catastrophe, there
is no less danger of a gradual cdllapse under the in-
creasing pressure of economic strain, antl-European
propaganda and social disaffection.

If the forces of order continue to follow their present

-flaccid pollcy of passive resistance, the case 'is hope- '

| their exploiters..

Eugope can be saved only by a conscious and

of the spiritual principles on.which it rests.

A movement of this kind. is not easy, since any pro-
European policy comes into conflict at once with the
forces of Socialist internationalism and cosmopolitan
finance, and with those of militant nationalism. Hither-
to we have had nationalism and internationalism, but
no third alternative. Socialism bases its appeal on
international class-consciousness—on the common in-
terests that unite the proletariat of every land against
The ‘nationalist, on the other hand,

feels, as Mr. VVyndh“:m Lcw15 puts it «in his .recent

book. on Hitler,
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rope othing. They draw their life from their mem.
f&Jvég-s/fllﬂl];‘nof the Iuropean society. And thus every

—

that the fact that ooman i< a <orrer ar the post-office or 3
metal worker s not
Fonelish, German,
metal worker aned

ot ~such importance as that he 5 !
Chinese. Take
a Crerman metal worker, for instinge,
The fact thar both-were metal workers would not be ¢
important as that the essential nature of one came oy
of all the past of China, and the essential nature of the

other out of all the past of the white Northern races.

French or 1 Chinese |

This is true enough; unfortunately, the pure nation.
alist—the Fascist or the Nazi—fails to recognize what |
is implied in the second part of this passage. He ccn.
centrates on the national consciousness and ignores the
existence of that common culture which has made us
what we are. He is prepared to let Europe go to hell,
in the interests of his own political unit. And yet Ey.
rope is not a mere abstraction or a geographical ex.
pression, it is a true society; and it is only through their

what they are. Germany or Irance, apart from Eu

great LLuropean war is of the nature either of a civil

ar or a revolutlon, as we see in the wars of religion,
the wars of the revolutionary era, and the wars in

France of Louis XIV, or_the Germany of William II
—attempts to assert its hegemony over the other mem.
bers of the European state system. g~ C,m/W

The true basis .of this European community is a spir-
‘itual one. Europe nity in

the same way that Moslem culture*has been formed by
Islam, or China- by Confucianism. No:doubt European
cwdizatlon 1s a morc 1 'lcx growth and it owes a

dellbc‘ratc effort on the part of all the loyal elements,
of society in defehse of our common civilization and -

immense advl
tician who h

turn-to’ the_ pir tua _ tofie)
class and national int to absolute principles? If
this *ﬁ‘i'r‘-be-accomphshed"_ the _recovery of Wcstern

civilization s tlll possible.  If not, we must resign

ourselves to the vi ory _'1-1ower culture and|a less
humane social order that can yet inspire a’ stronger
moral conviction and a higher st'md'u' of disinter-

cstcdncss than can our ow
/9”Wc/ / Oheidl- 40% ‘())




